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Taiwan EPA Establishes World's First Government-Supported

Marine Recycling Certification System

In response to global concerns about marine debris, the Taiwan EPA is
promoting the Recycled Marine Debris Product Label (fig. 1), an official
certification label given to raw materials and products made from recycled
marine waste. With the label’s introduction, the public is able to become
aware of the importance of reducing marine debris. All enterprises or NGOs
are welcome to apply for the label through certification and do their part in
the fight against marine debris.

Various logos or labels relating to recycled marine debris have been
developed by enterprises or NGOs in recent years. The Recycled Marine
Debris Product Label is unique in that it is the first one in the world supported
by a government agency that involves rigorous validation procedures and
regulations. The meaning of marine debris and its content in the product are
strictly defined. It is worthy of application by international companies to not
only show support but take action to prevent the impact of marine debris on
the environment.

The Taiwan EPA cooperated with local environmental protection
bureaus, volunteer groups, industries and certification institutes in 2020, to
complete the verification demonstration of confirming that the product
“Shiun Bao Yi” shirt (fig. 2) was made from recycled marine debris with
documentations that trace to the materials’ origins. Except for the necessary
elastic fabrics, 96% of the materials used were made from waste plastic
bottles collected from the ocean and beaches.

To clarify the certification mechanism and labeling regulations for such
products, the Taiwan EPA promulgated the "Operation Directions for the
Recycled Marine Debris Product Label, Environmental Protection

Administration, Executive Yuan" (annex) to promote the Label. Enterprises



or NGOs can apply for the Label for any product with at least 20% of its
weight originating from marine debris. Requisite documents for the
application are verification statements and verification reports issued by a
domestic or foreign certification institute that conforms to both ISO17065
and ISO17021 and is capable of verifying the operation of the management
mechanism for the source and production of marine debris.

As a maritime country, Taiwan hopes to use its well honed soft power
to reverse the harm that plastic waste has caused in the marine environment
and give back to the international community.

For more information, please go to

https://recycle2.epa.gov.tw/EN/images/news/NewsFile/MaritimeWasteZone
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Fig. 1 Recycled Marine Debris Product Label
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Fig. 2 Shiun Bao Yi shirt, which is produced with 96% content from marine

waste plastic bottles
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