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The Steering Committee for the Test Of Proficiency-Huayu (SC-TOP) was established
in November 2005 under the direction of the Ministry of Education of R.O.C. The Committee
aims to develop and promote an effective Chinese assessment system, mainly the Test of
Chinese as a Foreign Language (TOCFL; formerly known as TOP), for Chinese learners
worldwide to assess their Chinese proficiency.

The SC-TOP has the following major missions:
¢ To design and plan the test contents of TOCFL.
¢ To build test item pools for TOCFL.
¢ To develop computer-based Chinese proficiency test systems.
¢ To promote Taiwan’s Chinese proficiency tests for non-native speakers of Chinese.
¢ To increase exchange among Chinese proficiency test organizations worldwide.
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% The content is subject to change without further notice. Please check our website for the
latest information and updates.
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The Test of Chinese as a Foreign Language (TOCFL) is a standardized language
proficiency test developed for non-native speakers of Chinese. It is the result of a joint
project of the Mandarin Training Center, the Graduate Institute of Teaching Chinese as a
Second Language, and Research Center for Psychological and Educational Testing of
National Taiwan Normal University. The research project started in August 2001, and the
tests started to be conducted in 2003. So far, it has served test takers from over 60 coun-
tries. The new version of TOCFL is developed since 2008, to become available in 2013.

The new version of the TOCFL has three proficiency bands: Band A, Band B, and
Band C. Each of the bands has two levels. Therefore, there are a total of six levels: Levels
1 to 6. Test takers can choose the test levels best suited to them based on their Chinese
language proficiency and learning background.
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TOCFL is designed for non-native speakers of Chinese. Those who wish to know
about their level of Chinese proficiency, or those who want to study, work or do busi-
ness in Chinese speaking countries are welcome to take the test.
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120-240 hours of Chinese courses
in Chinese speaking countries.
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240-480 hours of Chinese courses

in non-Chinese speaking countries.
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Level 2

A2
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240-360 hours of Chinese courses
in Chinese speaking countries.
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480-720 hours of Chinese courses
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360-480 hours of Chinese courses
in Chinese speaking countries.
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Level 4
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480-960 hours of Chinese courses
in Chinese speaking countries.
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960-1920 hours of Chinese courses
in non-Chinese speaking countries.
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960-1920 hours of Chinese courses
in Chinese speaking countries.
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1920-3840 hours of Chinese courses

in non-Chinese speaking countries.
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More than 1920 hours of Chinese courses

in Chinese speaking countries.
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More than 3840 hours of Chinese courses

in non-Chinese speaking countries.
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The TOCFL Listening-Band A has four sections: Picture Description, Single-round
Dialogue (questions with picture options), Multiple-round Dialogue (questions with
picture options), and Dialogue (questions with text options). There are 50 multiple-
choice questions in total. The entire test takes approximately 60 minutes.

The TOCFL Listening-Band B and Band C: Each has two sections: Dialogue and
Monologue. There are 50 multiple-choice questions with text options. The entire test

takes approximately 60 minutes.
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TOCFL Reading-Band A has five sections: Sentence Comprehension, Picture
Description, Gap Filling, Paragraph Completion and Reading Comprehension. There
are 40-45 multiple-choice questions and 5-10 matching questions in a total of 50
questions. The total testing time is 60 minutes.

TOCFL Reading-Band B and Band C have two sections: Gap Filling and Reading
Comprehension. There are 50 multiple-choice questions in total. The total testing time
is 60 minutes.
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TOCFL results are presented in the form of scale scores, and the full score is
80. Since 2013, TOCFL results are presented in the form of scale scores, and the
cut-off scores of each level are obtained from the standard setting study. Based on
the Rasch model of item response theory, scale score is the result of mathematical
transformation according to the difficulty index of the test items and the number of
questions that candidates answer correctly. The larger the number of test items
answered correctly, the higher the scale scores. Compared with the raw score (the
number of test items answered correctly), the scale score is more objective since

it is not affected with the different item difficulty of each test.
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TOCFL certificate can serve as a Chinese proficiency credential for:

— Applying for the “Taiwan Scholarship.”

— Serving as a reference of Chinese subject for University Entrance Committee for Over-
seas Chinese Students.

— Applying for academic programs at colleges or universities in Taiwan.

— Serving as a job-required proof of Chinese language proficiency.

Based on previous research on the Test of Chinese as a Foreign Language, a minimum
achievement of proficiency on the Level 5 of TOCFL is recommended for a non-native
speaker of Chinese interested in studying Chinese Language or Literature in Taiwan. For
those who seek to apply for other programs in liberal arts, a minimum achievement on the
Level 4 is recommended. The requirements for foreign students who intend to study in
other programs in college could be determined by each program. It is suggested that any
foreign students pursuing studies in a college program in Taiwan should reach the require-
ment of the Level 2, simply for day-to-day communication.
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TOCFL is offered three times each year on the first Saturday in March, May and
November in Taiwan. We now have domestic test centers located in northern, central, and
southern Taiwan.

One can also choose to take the test in Japan ~ Korea ~ Thailand ~ Vietnam ~ Indo-
nesia ~ Malaysia ~ India ~ Canada ~ U.S.A. ~ Mexico ~ Paraguay ~ Panama ~ Nicaragua
~ Argentina ~ Brazil ~ U.K. ~ France ~ Netherlands ~ Belgium ~ Luxembourg >~ Germany
~ Switzerland ~ Austria ~ Poland ~ Sweden ~ Slovenia ~ Russia ~ Australia ~ New Zea-
land ~ Burkina Faso. More overseas test centers will be added in the near future. If you
need further information, please go to http://www.sc-top.org.tw/ or contact the SC-TOP.
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